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REVIEWS 


American authors and books, 1640- 
1940; by W. J. Burke and Will D. Howe. 
25cm. N.Y., Gramercy publishing co., 
c1943. x, 858p. cloth $5. 

This is the first edition of a reference book 
designed as a desk handbook for editors, 
authors, teachers, booksellers and librarians. 
The authors, previously associated with the 
firm of Charles Scribner’s Sons, have re- 
spectively a background of library service and 
teaching, in addition to broad experience in 


editorial work. According to the Preface: 
“The purpose of this handbook is to present 
the most useful facts about the writing, il- 
lustrating, editing, publishing, reviewing, 
collecting, selling, and preservation of Amer- 
ican books from 1640 to 1940... . In addi- 
tion to authors there are several hundred 
entries for editors, publishers, booksellers, 
librarians, printers, book collectors . . . and 
famous characters about whom books have 
been written.” The term, American, as used 
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in connection with this handbook has been 
interpreted to mean the United States. 
Canadian authors are not included. 

The arrangement is alphabetical, with 
personal names, titles of books, subject and 
geographical headings in one alphabet as 
in a dictionary catalog. Boldface type is used 
for each entry, as well as for the guide words 
at the top of each column. Personal names 
are printed in capitals, names of fictional 
characters in smaller boldface type, book 
titles in italics, and names of individual 
poems, stories or songs are placed within 
quotation marks. ‘The double column ar- 
rangement allows an average of 18 entries 
per page ranging from a line or two for a 
book title to four columns of references to 
literature about New York City. In the 
latter case the references are arranged 
chronologically by date of publication. 

Author entries provide a minimum of 
biographical matter, consisting usually of 
dates of birth (and when appropriate, 
death), birthplace and occupation, followed 
by a list of the author’s principal works with 
date of publication. Reference is frequently 
made to other articles in the volume, and to 
biographical or critical material about the 
author. In case an author’s manuscripts 
have been collected in one depository or li- 
brary, this fact is noted. 

Title entries are followed by the name of 
the author, date of publication, and a brief 
synopsis of the book, play, poem or song. 
In the case of newspapers and magazines, 
brief historical data are given, including the 
names of editors and inclusive dates of editor- 
ship, a list of the chief contributors, and 
references to additional sources of informa- 
tion. Some 700 magazines and 400 news- 
papers are described, including a number of 
college papers. 

Subject entries are frequent, e.g., dime 


novels, muckrakers, pony express, tin pan 
alley, utopias, and witchcraft. Regional in- 
terests are served by some 400 entries under 
names of cities, states and regions, ¢.g., 
Baltimore, Beacon Hill, Cape Cod, Long 
Island, Rocky Mountains, Texas, etc. Re- 
gional articles consist almost entirely of 
references to histories, travel books, and the 
literature of the area. 

Some inaccuracies were found, as well as 
inconsistencies in selection of material for 
inclusion. However, the scope of the 
volume is such that occasional errors and 
omissions are almost certain to occur. 

This handbook resembles The Oxford 
companion to American literature, by James 
D. Hart, reviewed in Subscription Books 
Bulletin for April 1942. The Oxford com- 
panion devotes more space to each entry, 
particularly to synopses of books, is more 
selective, and devotes more space to social, 
historical and cultural influences on Amer- 
ican literature. A check of the letter I in 
both volumes showed 161 entries in 4 mer- 
ican authors and books, 77 entries in Oxford 
companion to American literature. Of these 
35 entries appeared in both. The volume 
under review is notable for its coverage of 
minor authors, the number of entries 
(15,000 according to the publisher) , and-its 
generous listing of books. Large libraries 
will find both useful and in many ways com- 
plementary; while small libraries will find 
one or the other sufficient for their needs. 

The binding of American authors and 
books is weak, particularly in the first and 
last signatures. 

It is recommended for library, school and 
personal use. 


The American educator encyclopedia 
... Lorimer V. Cavins, editor in chief . . . 


10v. 24%4cm. Chicago, United educa- 
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tors, inc., cl942. 1919-42. _ illus., 
plates, maps. 4086p. keratol $49.50; to 
schools and libraries $39.90. Loose-leaf 
supplements are issued four times a year, 
at a cost of 96c each including binder. 


This encyclopedia is designed for use by 
adults as well as children, primarily in the 
home and school. Earlier editions were re- 
viewed in Subscription Books Bulletin, 
January 1930 and April 1938. Additional 
information regarding this set appeared in 
the July 1942 issue of Subscription Books 
Bulletin. 

Lorimer V. Cavins, editor in chief, is also 
editor of Wonderland of knowledge re- 
viewed in Subscription Books Bulletin, July 
1939. The title page also lists: Ellsworth D. 
Foster, original editor in chief; James 
Laughlin Hughes, editor for Canada; 
Bertha Maude White, managing editor; 
Eunice W. Thompson (connection not speci- 
fied). No information regarding the quali- 
fications of Eunice W. Thompson and 
Bertha Maude White could be found in the 
usual biographical sources. James Laughlin 
Hughes is listed as editor for Canada though 
he died in 1935. 

Volume 1 contains a partial list of contrib- 
utors, reviewers and revisers. Most of the 
71 persons listed are educators. The au- 
thority of the contributors could not be es- 
tablished beyond their connection with par- 
ticular educational institutions. Of five per- 
sons looked up in the usual biographical 
dictionaries only one was found. 

The title page of this edition states that 
it is “a thoroughly modern work designed to 
meet the needs of every age.” According to 
the Preface “This encyclopedia supplies a 
compact and reliable source of information 
in the basic academic fields. It will... be 
useful to the many groups of adult readers, 
in addition to teachers, who can benefit by a 


readable condensation of such essential facts 
as it provides. It also has been so designed 
that students and teachers of the elementary 
grades may use it profitably in organized 
study or for general reference purposes... . 
Up-to-dateness is probably more important 
today than ever before as a measure of a good 
encyclopedia.” 

Considering this encyclopedia from the 
standpoint of use in the home, unevenness of 
revision in the scientific and industrial field 
constitutes a major weakness. Although an 
entry was found for Bakelite, there is no 
entry under Plastics and no mention of syn- 
thetic resins under the subject Resins. There 
are short articles on Rayon, Nylon and Silk, 
Artificial. The Chemistry article has had 
no revision since 1931; under the subhead 
Branches of chemistry, a brief definition of 
Industrial chemistry is given but no ade- 
quate treatment of the subject is to be found 
elsewhere in the set. Vitamins contains in- 
formation that is adequate for either an adult 
or aschool child. The article Erosion (not 
revised since 1931) fails to mention this 
country’s problem of soil erosion in relation 
to Agriculture. Under the subhead Soil 
conservation in the article on Soil there is a 
half column of information on soil erosion, 
but no reference to this material is given un- 
der Erosion. There are no entries for Dust 
Bowl or Dust storms. 

Although this set has been designed for 
the use of teachers and students there is no 
attempt to approach subjects from the angle 
of the child’s experience and little encour- 
agement for him to pursue the subject fur- 
ther. Examples of articles written above the 
level of the elementary school child or of- 
fering little stimulus to him are Sound, Tele- 
phone, Television. 

This edition of the American educator 
encyclopedia contains some signed articles 
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as Archaeology, Architecture, Arithmetic. 
The ten page article by Guy T. Buswell on 
Arithmetic is planned chiefly for use by 
teachers and is accompanied by eleven 
pages of “Aids in teaching the four funda- 
mental processes,” by Esther M. Bjoland. 
Similar articles which may be useful to 
teachers are Language and grammar, Geog- 
raphy, and Handwriting. However, most 
school and public libraries have textbooks 
available on the teaching of elementary 
school subjects which will provide much the 
same type of information. Material re- 
tained from earlier editions, such as Ques- 
tions and outlines at the ends of articles, e.g., 
Botany, and suggestions to teachers, e.g., 
Dog, Insects, is of doubtful value in an en- 
cyclopedia. The article on Storytelling is 
written with limited appreciation of the art 
and offers very little inspiration for the 
teacher. 

Considering this edition from the stand- 
point of up-to-dateness the unevenness of re- 
vision is again evident. Although there is a 
five column article on World War II, the 
additional material under the names of the 
various countries, as France, Germany, 
Great Britain, Netherlands and Norway, 
covering events of 1935-41 is summarized in 
fifteen lines or less. ‘The article on Europe 
includes less than one column on the present 
war; another half column of information is 
included in the biography of Adolf Hitler. 
The article on Australia includes only six 
lines of information regarding Australia’s 
position in World War II. Revision in this 
edition does include the German invasion of 
Russia and the Japanese attack on the United 
States. ; 

1940 population figures are given for cities 
and towns in the United States. Production 
statistics in the articles on the various states 
of the United States and under subjects such 


as Dairying, Oats and Wool are not dated. 

According to the Foreword to the Topical 
index all man’s activities and interests may 
be divided into five areas: Health; Human 
relationships; Vocations; Science; Recrea- 
tion. These main areas are broken down 
by subdivisions such as Socialized medicine, 
Waste through crime, Man’s use of physics 
and chemistry to improve his condition, etc. 
Under each of the subdivisions interpretive 
text material is included with references to 
entries in the encyclopedia proper and bibli- 
ographies. No references are made from the 
main text to material in the Topical index. 
For example there is no entry in the encyclo- 
pedia proper for Socialized medicine and it 
is not covered under Medicine, yet an article 
on Socialized medicine is found under the 
main topic Health in the Topical index. 
Arrangement of the Topical index is difficult 
to follow. For example, under the heading 
Science, Hope for the future through science, 
subdivision Increasing happiness through 
better health, one finds brief mention of syn- 
thetic textiles and plastics. 

In general, cross references in the set are 
adequate. However those for new and re- 
vised articles have not been carefully 
checked. The excellent Kindergarten arti- 
cle by Patty S. Hill covers the development 
of nursery schools, yet there is no reference 
to this material and no entry in the set for 
nursery schools. Under the entry Dam 
there is an excellent illustration of the Bon-- 
neville Dam but there is no reference to it 
from Bonneville. On the other hand there 
is a cross reference from Boulder Dam to 
Irrigation where a picture of the dam is 
found. References to related articles are 
frequent but their value is doubtful due to 
the general brevity of all entries. 

There is a lack of bibliographies in this 
edition of the American educator with the 
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exception of those in biographical articles in 
the Topical index. 

The set is bound in keratol. Inclusive 
page numbers, guide words and volume num- 
bers are lettered in gilt on the back of each 
volume. This edition is weak in maps, 
charts and illustrations. There are many 
evidences of blurred and broken type along 
column margins of pages which have not 
been reset recently. 

Although the 4 merican educator encyclo- 
pedia contains useful material and its up-to- 
dateness is fair, the brevity of treatment, un- 
evenness of revision, lack of clarity and ap- 
peal in articles, and weakness of technical 
information make it a questionable purchase 
for the home, school or public library. This 
edition is not recommended. 





The American genealogical index. 
Middletown, Conn., committee repre- 
senting the cooperating subscribing li- 
braries, Wesleyan university station. 
The review of the 4 merican genealogical 

index, v.1, in Subscription Books Bulletin, 

July 1942, erroneously stated that part 2 of 

volume | consists of approximately 200 un- 

numbered pages. Part 2 of volume 1 actually 
consists of over 400 unnumbered pages. 

The Chairman of the Committee on publi- 

cation of the American genealogical index 

has informed the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee that on October 21, 1942, there were 

84 libraries cooperating in the project. 


Britain in pictures. 10v. 22cm. Brit- 
ain in pictures ltd. n.d. col. pl. illus. maps. 
[Distributed in Great Britain and 
Canada by William Collins sons & co. 
Itd. at 356d and 456d per volume in 
Britain and at $1.25 per volume in 
Canada. Distributed in the United 
States by Chanticleer press, 347 Madison 


Ave., N.Y. at $1.85 per volume or 

$18.50 per set.] 

The editorial committee of this series 
consists of W. J. Turner assisted by Dorothy 
Wellesley, Lord David Cecil, and Hilda 
Matheson. There is no preface to the set 
as a whole, explaining its general purpose, 
nor is there a general index. Each of the 
ten slight volumes—of 48 pages each—is an 
independent monograph prepared by a dif- 
ferent individual. The writers and the sub- 
jects of their essays are as follows: W. J. 
Turner, English music; Lord ‘David Cecil, 
The English poets; V. Sackville-West, 
English country houses; Eric Parker, British 
sport; G. M. Young, The government of 
Britain; Ernest Barker, British statesmen; 
Arnold Haskell, Australia; Sir Firozkhan 
Noon, India; Elspeth Huxley, East Africa; 
and Lady Tweedsmuir, Canada. The six 
volumes on England are the work of writers 
especially interested in the topics assigned 
them, though in no way authorities; those 
on India and East Africa of individuals bred 
in those areas, while Australia and Canada 
are handled by visitors. The omission of the 
Union of South Africa and New Zealand 
makes one wonder whether more volumes 
are to be added to the set. 

Although each monograph is by a different 
author, all are alike in that they are per- 
sonal rather than informational, intended to 
give the spirit of the Empire, its culture and 
its traditions. Some of the volumes contain 
brief bibliographies or chronological tables. 
An index is found only in English country 
houses. 

Each volume is generously illustrated 
with twelve full-page color plates as well 
as many black-and-white reproductions of 
paintings from the great English galleries. 
Occasional recent photographs are also in- 
cluded. A list of illustrations precedes each 
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monograph. The assembling and placing 
of the illustrations has not always been done 
carefully. For example, in the volume 
British sport, the colored engraving entitled, 
“The Hambledon game’”’ is opposite the sec- 
tion of text on shooting, while an oil paint- 
ing “Golf” is opposite the text describing 
the cricket of the Hambledon men. 

The format of the set while attractive is 
not durable enough for general library use. 
Each volume has a different colored cloth 
binding with an appropriate insignia in gold 
stamped on its face. Paper and print are 
only fair. 

The set as a whole has little reference 
value because of the lack of indexes and 
the fact that the monographs are predom- 
inantly literary rather than factual. In- 
dividual volumes for the circulating shelves 
might have some use in larger libraries. 
Britain in pictures is not recommended for 
general purchase. 


Childcraft in fourteen volumes; S. Edgar 
Farquhar, managing ed.; Patty Smith 
Hill, advisory ed.; Milo Winter, art ed. 
14v. 25% x 36cm. Parent series; 
Teacher series. Chicago, The Quarrie 
corporation, c1942, c1934-39. fabrikoid 
$49.50 (cash $47). 

Childcraft was reviewed in Subscription 
Books Bulletin, July 1940 and October 
1935. In those reviews a detailed descrip- 
tion of the set and its history are to be found. 
The Subscription Books Committee has ex- 
amined the Parent series, c1942, including 
the following volumes: 1, Poems of early 
childhood ; 2, Narrative poems and creative 
verse; 3, Experience stories and animal 
friends; 4, Tales and legends; 5, Our own 
country and foreign lands; 6, Holidays and 
famous people; 7, The growing child; 8, 
Guidance and development; 9, Ways to 


learning; 10, Nature excursions; 11, Play 
activities; 12, Parent guide—index ; 13, Art 
and music ; 14, Science and industry. As ex- 
plained in earlier reviews, certain volumes in 
the set are common to both the Parent series 
and the Teacher series, while other volumes 
are included only in the respective series. 

A new general index to the whole set has 
been added in the latest printing. This is 
placed in volume 12. As the index is analyt- 
ical, the content of the set by specific subject, 
author, and title, is more easily accessible 
than heretofore. Some exceptions to com- 
plete analysis are the absence of form en- 
tries, such as Songs, Poetry, Biography ; the 
omission of author and title entries for 
books included in the several lists recom- 
mended for children’s reading and owner- 
ship ; the omission of appropriate stories and 
poems under the holiday entry, e.g., Moore’s 
Visit from St. Nicholas under Christmas. 

Although the analytical index in volume 
12 covers material in v.1-14, references to it, 
e.g., v.1, p.ix, and v.12, p.vi, still designate 
it as an index of “volume seven to fourteen” 
only. This is a minor inconsistency but puz- 
zling; presumably it will be corrected in 
future printings. 

Other new material in this edition in- 
cludes some stories, poems and new and 
revised articles. Bibliographies in- the 
Parent series have been revised to include 
recent titles but publication dates are not 
given. 

The revised Parent edition of Childcraft 
is recommended for home use and for those 
public libraries and schools where more 
adequate sources are not readily available. 


Directory of American scholars, a bio- 
graphical directory; ed. by Jacques Cat- 
tell. 26cm. Lancaster, Pa., Science press, 
1942. ,viii; 928p. cloth $10. 
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This is the first edition of a biographical 
directory of American scholars in the hu- 
manities and social sciences, designed as a 
companion volume to American men of sci- 
ence and Leaders in education which it re- 
sembles in format and treatment. 

According to the introduction, by Waldo 
G. Leland, Director of the American council 
of learned societies, “the principles which 
have guided the selection of names for inclu- 
sion in the directory have been largely 
practical rather than honorific; the term 
‘scholar’ was broadly interpreted, with the 
intention of giving mention to younger men 
and women who have given promise of 
future achievements, as well as to those whose 
attainments are already well demonstrated 
and widely known. As a result, a consider- 
able percentage of the biographies will not 
be found in other directories.” 

This statement was verified by a check of 
entries under the letter “I” in three other 
standard works. Of the 37 entries in Di- 
rectory of American scholars, two were 
found in American men of science; three 
were in Leaders in education; five in Who’s 
who in America; two in Canadian Who’s 
who. ‘The six women listed under the letter 
“1” in Directory of American scholars are 
not listed in American women, 1939-40. 
There has been a generous inclusion of Ca- 
nadian names. The inclusion of names of 
young men and women who are engaged in 
research and scholarly pursuits, as indicated 
by the introduction, is borne out by examina- 
tion. 

Some of the problems of selection are care- 
fully explained by Dr. Leland. “The 
scholar is one who has actively engaged in 
the advancement of knowledge through re- 
search or, at some levels, through the con- 
structive administration of research. Special 
problems arose, consequently, in dealing with 


those fields within which the individual may 
be occupied, as a major objective, with the 
application of knowledge rather than with its 
advancement. In the fine arts, for example, 
historical or speculative interests were made 
the criteria of selection, rather than distinc- 
tion in creative activity or the teaching of the 
skills of one of the arts... .” The subject 
interests represented by persons included be- 
cause of scholarly attainments in fine arts 
range from Far Eastern arts to Musicology 
and Theater history. 

“The American council of, learned socie- 
ties has assisted the preparation of the di- 
rectory by acting as administrator of a 
generous grant from the Carnegie corpora- 
tion of New York and by naming (forty- 
five) consultants to assist the editors of 
Science press in determining certain ques- 
tions of selection and policy.” Henry B. 
Van Hoesen of Brown University, and 
Charles C. Williamson of Columbia Uni- 
versity, served as consultants in the library 
field; Harold G. Moulton of the Brookings 
Institution, and Frederick C. Mills, of the 
research staff of the National Bureau of 
Economic Research, as consultants in eco- 
nomics. 

Each biographical entry conforms to the 
following order: full name (in bold type) 
with title ; mail address ; subject of investiga- 
tion; birth place, and date; education; 
honorary degrees; positions, with dates, 
present position (italicized) ; temporary or 
minor positions; honors, as directorships, 
trusteeships, prizes, medals etc. ; membership 
in learned societies ; subjects of research. 

Revisions of the Directory of American 
Scholars are planned at five year intervals. 
The volume lives up to the high standards 
set by its predecessors. The binding may 
prove too light for continuous library use. 
The book is recommended. 
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Doubleday’s encyclopedia. N.Y., 

Grolier society, inc. 

A letter dated December 10, 1942 from 
Grolier society, inc., 2 West 45th Street, 
New York, informs the Committee that 
Doubleday’s encyclopedia will henceforth be 
published by the above-named concern. A 
new printing of this encyclopedia was sched- 
uled for publication in February 1943, the 
price as follows: “$69.50 with discounts 
and allowances to schools and libraries.” A 
subsequent letter from the Grolier society 
informs the Committee that “The same 
quality of paper, printing and binding has 
been maintained. The only change has been 
. . . from a blue artcraft to a red artcraft. 
There are eleven volumes not ten.” Re- 
views of previous editions of Doubleday’s 
encyclopedia appeared in Subscription Books 
Bulletin, April 1931, July 1932, and 
October 1940. The current printing has 
not been examined by the Committee. 


Filco five-fold service. Washington 
D.C., National reference library corpora- 
tion. 

National reference library corporation, 
Washington, D.C., publishers of Filco five- 
fold service, state that: “Filco five-fold 
service is still on the market, but we are not 
pushing it as it is best adapted to direct sell- 
ing by representatives in the field. As soon 
as conditions warrant, we will bring it up 
to date and institute active sales efforts 
again.” In view of this statement, prospec- 
tive purchasers are urged to defer buying un- 
til the promised revisions are published and 
can be reviewed in Subscription Books Bul- 
letin. 


Foreman’s management conference 
manuals; prepared by the staff of the 
National Foremen’s Institute, Deep 


River, Conn. 24v. 21cm. ,1157p.; 
c1941, (cl1929-41) fabrikoid $24. (In- 
cluding Conference Notes and Super- 
visor's Memory-Jogger.) 20 per cent dis- 
count to libraries. Foremanship confer- 
ence leader’s manual. 29cm. ,215p.; 
c1941. $12.50 (including special instruc- 
tions on How to launch a foremanship 
training program). 20 per cent discount 
to libraries. 


These manuals, first published in 1929, 
have been revised several times. (Cover 
title: Foremanship management conference 
manuals.) The intent of the N.F.I. fore- 
manship training program is to bring before 
foremen the tested ideas and current prac- 
tices of others for comparison with their own 
practices in order to bring about improve- 
ment of methods. Each manual deals with 
an integral phase of foremanship training, 
such as ““Foreman’s relationship to manage- 
ment,” ‘Maintaining quality standards,” 
“The foreman as a manager,” and “The 
foreman as a leader.” ‘These 24 manuals 
will serve as study guides in training new 
supervisors, as a refresher course for ex- 
perienced foremen, and help key workers to 
double as supervisors under emergency con- 
ditions. Each manual has a table of con- 
tents. The set is paged continuously, but 
there is no general index. 

To supplement the manuals, the National 
Foremen’s Institute also publishes Confer- 
ence Notes, a notebook conveniently ar- 
ranged for those participating in the con- 
ferences, providing space for noting the 
points to be discussed and the important 
points to remember; and The Supervisor's 
Memory-Jogger, a monthly publication giv- 
ing brief digests of subjects of current inter- 
est to foremen. 

The Foremanship conference leader's 
manual is divided into two parts. Part I, 
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“The technique of conducting successful 
foremen’s conferences” explains minutely 
and clearly how to conduct meetings by the 
conference method. It presents practical 
ideas and suggestions, such as length, fre- 
quency, time and place to hold conferences, 
and ways to handle the “offish” individual as 
well as curbing the too-talkative person. 
Part II, “Outlines of twenty-four foreman- 
ship management conferences” presents, in 
outline form, the subject matter contained 
in each of the twenty-four manuals described 
above, plus additional techniques for han- 
dling discussion, such as, the purpose of the 
meeting, preliminary preparation by the 
leader, a discussion outline for the leader’s 
guidance and summing up the conference. 
A supplement contains charts for rating 
foremen, as well as additional suggestions 
for stimulating interest in the conference. 
This is accompanied by How to launch a 
foremanship training program. 

The subject material seems to be capably 
handled, but its brevity and elementary 
nature detract from the value of the manuals. 
The style and triteness produce a tone of 
condescension. There are no bibliographies 
or supplementary reading lists. 

The format of the publications is satis- 
factory. The binding is serviceable, the page 
margins are wide and the readability of the 
type is excellent. 

These publications may be useful as cir- 
culating material in libraries in industrial 
communities, but there is other, and in many 
cases better, material available for this pur- 
pose. The publications are recommended 
only for a company or industry wishing to 
inaugurate a training program for foremen 
and supervisory personnel. They may also 
be of interest to public and commercial vo- 
cational schools offering programs for train- 
ing supervisory personnel, to industrial di- 


rectors, and to the industrial foreman or 
supervisor. 


Free and inexpensive educational ma- 
terials. Chicago, Quarrie reference li- 
brary. 

The price of Free and inexpensive educa- 
tional materials, published by the Quarrie 
corporation and reviewed in the Subscription 
Books Bulletin, October 1942, will hereafter 
be $1 instead of $5. 


Hollanders who helped build America; 
by Prof. Dr. Bernard H. M. Vlekke and 
Rev. Dr. Henry Beets. 31.5cm. N.Y., 
American biographical co., c1942. 323 
[5]p. ports. cloth $15. 


“The book is intended to give a survey 
of Dutch activities—old and new—in the 
United States of America. It shows how 
strongly the people from the small country 
on the North Sea influenced the destiny of 
the great American commonwealth.”— 
Preface. Its purpose according to the fore- 
word is to make Dutch people better ac- 
quainted with their predecessors and each 
other. 

The authors themselves are Dutch. Prof. 
Vlekke is general secretary of the Nether- 
lands Historical Institute in Rome, Italy, 
at present visiting scholar at Harvard Uni- 
versity. Rev. Henry Beets is a clergyman 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, editor and pub- 
lisher of The Reformed Review and Heiden- 
wereld, contributor to the Christian en- 
cyclopedia and Michigan encyclopedia, 
according to Who’s who in America, 1942- 
43. 

The work is divided into two parts. 
Part I, 51 pages, gives a brief survey of all 
Dutch activities in this country, an account 
of “Netherlanders from coast to coast in 
American history” by Prof. Vlekke, “‘A his- 
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torical review of Michigan and Iowa Hol- 
land settlements” by Rev. Henry Beets and 
brief biographical sketches of five pioneer 
Hollanders of Michigan and Iowa. Part 
II is a biographical dictionary of “Promi- 
nent Hollanders and Americans of Nether- 
lands descent.” It includes both men and 
women—educators, business men, doctors, 
lawyers, publishers, clergymen, artists and 
authors, ranging in importance from Presi- 
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt, Hendrik W. 
Van Loon, Carl Van Doren, Clarence A. 
Dykstra, Henry B. Van Hoesen to people 
whose only reason for inclusion appears to 
be their Dutch ancestry. 

In some instances the ancestors made 
important contributions to American de- 
velopment, but in other cases neither the 
biographee nor the ancestors have made im- 
portant contributions. The inclusion of 
representatives of famous Dutch families 
might give the work some value for histori- 
cal or genealogical purposes except that 
names of such families are included in the 
index only where they happen to be the 
same as that of the biographee. 

One misses such names as Van Cortland, 
Van Rensselaer, Van Der Heyden, Dirck, 
Lincklaen, from the historical point of view, 
or in contemporary biography those of Pierre 
van Paassen and Mark Van Doren. On 
the other hand the inclusion of Peter C. 
Van Der Hiel, Jr., William Van Doren, 
Willem Karel von Weiler, or the coauthor 
of the work itself, B. H. M. Vlekke who 
has only recently come to America, seems 
inconsistent with the title Hollanders who 
helped build America. Biographies of most 
of the outstanding persons listed in this 
volume are to be found also in Who’s who 
in America, 1942-43. The sketches are 
largely of living persons. 

Information given about individuals in- 


cludes the usual biographical data. The 
lists of publications, organizations and clubs 
are briefer, however, than those given in 
W ho’s who in America for the same person. 
Where Hollanders who helped build 
America differs from the usual biographical 
dictionary is in the inclusion of portraits 
and information about the ancestry of each 
family and its important contributions. No 
indication is given as to the source of infor- 
mation about biographees, and the items 
included frequently lead one to think the 
individual himself may have furnished the 
information. In places the tone is very 
laudatory. 

An index of names is printed at the end of 
Part II but adds nothing to the value of a 
book already arranged alphabetically. It 
does not include names of individuals or 
families mentioned in Part I nor of those 
to whom reference is made within biog- 
raphies in Part II. Cross references are 
inadequate. Where family history is given 
under the name of one individual, reference 
is sometimes made to other members of the 
same family as in the case of Cecil B. deMille 
and William C. deMille. In other cases 
such reference is omitted, as with John De 
Vries and Thomas De Vries, and Arthur A. 
Van Winkle and Arthur S. Van Winkle. 

Carelessness in editing is evident through- 
out. 

The name of Cecil B. deMille’s mother 
is given as Mathilde Beatrice Samuel but 
in the biography of her elder son William C. 
deMille she is listed as Beatrice M. Samuel. 

It is difficult to determine whether the 
“Jan Franse Van Hussum or Hoesen who 
settled at Fort Orange . . . before 1645,” 
and from whom Maude Van Heusen is de- 
scended, is the same person as “Jan Franze 
Van Hoezen (or Van Huizen) who... 
settled at Fort Orange . . . in 1645,” listed 
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as an ancestor of Henry Bartlett Van 
Hoesen. 

In many instances name prefixes appear 
as capitals in the headings and in lower case 
in the body of the articles, while in other 
instances they appear in lower case in both 
places. 

Errors in the alphabetical arrangement 
were found. 

The physical format of the volume will 
not be satisfactory under hard usage. 

Because of its incompleteness, its incon- 
sistency in choice of inclusions, and its lack 
of any complete name index, the volume is 
not recommended. 


Library of health. Philadelphia, Histor- 
ical publishing co. 

Recent requests from the American Li- 
brary Association to the publishers of this 
work for review copies for Committee ex- 
amination have brought no response. Under 
the circumstances, the Committee urges de- 
ferment of purchase of the title until it can 
be reviewed. 

If anyone has a recent copy which he 
would be willing to lend for review, the 
Committee will appreciate his notifying 
American Library Association Headquar- 
ters. 


Lincoln’s industrial-commercial elec- 
trical reference, ;by,; E. S. Lincoln. 
Ist ed. 29cm. N.Y., 60 E. 42d St., 
The Electrical modernization bureau, 
c1941. ;vii, 1292p.; illus. fabrikoid 
$15 (including a supplementary service) ; 
10 per cent discount to libraries and edu- 
cational institutions. 

This is the first edition of a reference 
book designed to furnish all branches of the 
electrical industry with a comprehensive and 
accurate presentation of facts, tables, and 


general information necessary for everyday 
work, according to the author’s preface. 
While the volume has introductory sections 
it is intended for industrial electricians pri- 
marily. 

The author has been an industrial con- 
sultant for many years, and has supple- 
mented his own knowledge with selected in- 
formation furnished by men in the electrical 
field familiar with the needs of industry. 

The volume is divided into twenty-six 
separately paged sections. Each section, 
designated by letters A to Z, deals with some 
particular phase of the field of industrial 
electrical operations. According to the Fore- 
word “each section devoted to utilization 
equipment” (motors, lighting, heat applica- 
tions, welding, electroplating, electric trucks, 
storage batteries, signal and internal com- 
munication, «and similar applications) “is 
divided into ‘installation’ and ‘operation’ sec- 
tions.” Installation includes economic fac- 
tors, selection of equipment, layout, applica- 
tion and control. Operation includes 
inspection, maintenance, testing, surveys, 
operation, and analysis of operating costs. 
That portion of the National Electrical Code 
(1940 ed.) which applies will be found re- 
printed in each section of the book. 

The volume contains numerous tables, 
drawings, charts and diagrams, and is pro- 
fusely illustrated by pictures of electrical 
equipment. An index of sponsors, listing 
80 electrical equipment manufacturers, indi- 
cates the source of the 1200 cuts and 
accompanying descriptions of electrical 
equipment. The volume is kept up-to- 
date by means of a free follow-up service 
to purchasers. Blackouts, black light, 
critical materials, substitutions, maintenance 
essentials are some of the subjects treated 
since the book was published. A table of 
contents, supplemented by a section index, 
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and an index of tables are placed at the back 
of the book. Specific information is dif- 
ficult to locate because of the lack of an al- 
phabetical index. 

The format of the book is satisfactory. 
The paper used is of high quality, page mar- 
gins adequate. The type is modern and very 
readable. The binding is servicable fabri- 
koid. 

The larger library will find this volume 
supplementary to the Standard handbook for 
electrical engineers (7th ed., McGraw-Hill, 
1941). Whereas the Standard handbook 
supplies basic engineering data, this volume 
gives greater emphasis to the material used 
in electrical installations. It is recom- 
mended for purchase only to those larger 
libraries needing a supplementary compre- 
hensive reference book in the electrical field. 
Electrical concerns, electrical engineers, en- 
gaged in industrial work, and industrial con- 
sultants should find this book of value. 


Living biographies, by Henry Thomas 
(pseud.) and Dana Lee Thomas (pseud.). 
6v. 21%4cm. Garden City, N.Y., Nelson 
Doubleday, inc., c1940-41. ports. fab- 
rikoid $15. 

(The titles in this set, and other titles of 
Living biographies not included in the set, 
are also available as separates from Garden 
City publishing co. at $1.98 each. Reviews 
of most of the individual titles have appeared 
in the Book Review Digest.) The subscrip- 
tion set of Living biographies contains the 
following: Living biographies of great 
painters, ... great philosophers, ... great 
scientists, . . . great composers, ... great 
poets, and... famous rulers. Each volume, 
of slightly more than three hundred pages, 
includes twenty biographies. A portrait of 
the subject by Gordon Ross precedes each 


sketch. The page facing the portrait lists’ 


the outstanding contributions of the biog- 
raphee in his field. 

Each volume has a brief introduction. 
The introduction to Great composers states: 
“There are two types of biography. The 
first type is the story of a man’s mortal life. 
The second is the picture of his immortal 
personality. . .. This book, like other books 
in the present series, is intended to be a col- 
lection of personality portraits.” No one 
of the introductions sets forth clearly the 
reasons for selection of the subjects though 
the authors have indicated the tone of each 
volume. The introduction to Great poets 
indicates that this volume, like others in the 
series is “designed to be biographical rather 
than critical.” 

The volumes in the series, though having 
a common authorship, vary in quality. Liv- 
ing biographies of great painters is a success- 
ful presentation of personality portraits. 
Great scientists is written in a readable style 
with a nice balance between biographical de- 
tail and outline of scientific contributions. 
This high level of writing is not maintained 
throughout the series. The sketches are in- 
spirational in type and will be of interest to 
the layman rather than tothe scholar. None 
of the volumes in the series will be of value 
to libraries for reference purposes because of 
the lack of emphasis on biographical detail. 
The biographical facts in each of the lives 
may be obtained more readily and completely 
from an encyclopedic article. The volumes 
on the poets, famous rulers, and philosophers 
are inferior in editorial workmanship. The 
authors’ attempt to point all the sketches to- 
ward a definite theme has led in some cases 
to distortion, in others to sentimentalizing. 

Since the quality of workmanship in the 
series varies, purchase of the set is not recom- 
mended for home, schools or libraries. 
However certain titles may prove useful as 
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individual purchases for school and public 
libraries and will furnish pleasant additions 
to the home browsing shelf. 


New human interest library. Chicago, 

J. G. Ferguson and associates. 

In response to the Committee’s most 
recent request for review sets, the publisher 
replied March 1, 1943: “The revised edition 
of the Human interest library .. . is not yet 
ready. The small edition which was pub- 
lished has almost sold out and with the 
present conditions of publishing I cannot 
give you a definite date as to when the new 
edition will be ready.” 

In view of the circumstances reported by 
the publisher the Committee suggests that 
subscribers defer purchase of this title until 
either the edition now in print or the pro- 
posed revision can be reviewed. 


Twentieth century authors, a biograph- 
ical dictionary of modern literature; ed. 
by Stanley J. Kunitz and Howard Hay- 
craft. 27cm. N.Y., H. W. Wilson, 
c1942. vii, 1577p. buckram $8.50. 


This volume supersedes 
volumes now out of print, Living authors 
(1931) and Authors today and yesterday 
(1933), “which together contained sketches 
of approximately 800 authors. The present 
volume includes biographies of more than 
1850 authors, illustrated by more than 1700 
portraits. Each sketch is newly written.” 
It is a foundation volume containing See 
references to names of authors of the same 
generation listed in other volumes of The 
authors series: American authors, 1600- 
1900; British authors of the nineteenth 
century; The junior book of authors. Sup- 
plementary volumes are planned. 

Mr. Kunitz began writing for the Wilson 
Library Bulletin in 1928 under the pseudo- 


two earlier 


nym “Dilly Tante.” He was editor of that 
publication until he recently went into the 
service. Mr. Haycraft collaborated also in 
editing The junior book of authors. 

The sketches in Twentieth century 
authors are from 300 to 1500 words in 
length, usually accompanied by a small 
portrait about one and a quarter inches 
square. Living authors were invited to 
write brief biographical sketches, which are 
frequently followed by more formal bio- 
graphical or critical comment supplied by 
the editors, lists of “principal works”, and 
lists of articles about the authors. Foreign 
authors are included, not on the basis of 
their reputation at home, but rather on “the 
degree of acceptance of their translated 
works in the United States. Primary 
emphasis has been on professional men and 
women of letters whose vocation is writing 
of books of fiction, poetry, history, biography, 
criticism, etc.” The foregoing quotations 
are from the Preface. Arrangement of the 
volume is alphabetical by name of author. 

The physical makeup of the volume is 
good; it is durably bound in buckram. 

Twentieth century authors is recom- 
mended. 


Who was who, v. 3, 1929-1940; a com- 
panion to Who’s who containing the 
biographies of those who died during the 
period 1929-40. 22cm. N. Y., Macmillan 
co., 1942; London, A. & C. Black, 1941. 
xii, 1499p. fabrikoid $8.50 in U.S.; $13 
in Canada. 

The third volume of Who was who is 
similar in scope, content, and format to the 
second volume covering the years 1916-1928. 
It contains the last biographies to appear in 
Who's who of persons who died between 
1929 and 1940. The date of death has been 
added at the end of each entry, and, in some 
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cases, further information to bring the 
sketch up to date. ‘A supplementary list of 
deaths before 1941,” reported after the 
volume had gone to press, appears on the 
verso of the title page. There are about 
2700 more entries and 340 more pages in- 
cluded in this volume than in volume two. 

W ho was who is indispensable for libraries 
using Who's who. It is reeommended. 


Who’s who; the official who’s who 
among students in American uni- 
versities and colleges. Vol. VIII, 
1941-1942; ed. by H. Pettus Randall. 
[54] 981p. [University, Ala. The edi- 
tor] c1942. fabrikoid $3.65. 


This volume is a compilation of biog- 
raphies of selected students of certain col- 
leges and universities named in the work 
and is “proportionally distributed between 
male and female students. . . . Freshmen 
and sophomores are not candidates for recom- 
mendation. Only juniors, seniors and 
students in advanced work are selected” 
(1938-39 prospectus). Those chosen for 
inclusion are locally prominent, especially 
in extra-curricular activities. It is implied 
that college deans are responsible for the 
selection of the names in the majority of 
instances, 

Publication of the series began eight years 
ago with the 1934-35 issue, although the 
copyright information in the present volume 
fails to indicate earlier copyright dates. No 
publisher is given on the title-page, but it 
is assumed from statements in a prospectus 
sent to students and in a section in the book 
itself addressed to personnel managers, that 
the volume is privately published at Uni- 
versity, Alabama. (This is not to be con- 
fused with any publication of the University 
of Alabama itself. ) 

The main purpose of the volume, as stated 


in a foreword to personnel managers, is “‘to 
bring the names of the out-standing students 
of America before the business world, and 
before others who annually recruit students.” 

This foreword also indicates there is 
available a placement service and files of 
student photographs. It further states that 
there are no fees required for this service. 
Copies of this volume are distributed among 
personnel managers. Unusual as this plan 
seems, the statement in the prospectus sent 
to students sounds even more quixotic. It 
suggests that this book can in addition serve 
“as a standard of measurement for students 
comparable to such agencies as Phi Beta 
Kappa and the Rhodes Scholarship Award.” 

The volume itself is bound neatly in dark 
blue fabrikoid with a satisfactory general 
format and only a limited number of typo- 
graphical errors, as Cash School . . . instead 
of Case School of Applied Science. 

The book is divided in two parts, with 
the first composed of unnumbered pages con- 
taining a résumé of data given in the second 
half, such as the number of students inter- 
ested in entering different vocations. The 
person wanting to use these tables for re- 
cruiting would have to secure from the edi- 
tor a booklet giving a key to the exact pages 
on which the biographies of the interested 
parties appear, or search for the information 
item by item. Concluding this section is an 
alphabetical list of cooperating colleges, 
with their enrolment given in some in- 
stances. Below the name of each college is 
a list of students chosen for recognition. It 
is observed, by asterisks against a number 
of the names omitted from the main alpha- 
bet, that not all students cared to send their 
biographies. 

The main part of the book, which is paged, 
is arranged alphabetically by college and 
then alphabetically by student. Each per- 
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son’s name is in heavy type, usually in full, 
and followed by the date of birth, major 
subject, college offices held, vocational plans, 
degree expected, awards received, hobbies 
and the home address. 

In considering the book as a whole it is 
dificult to discover its practical worth in 
view of the rapid turnover in college com- 
munities. As far as the public library is 
concerned this volume has little appeal. It 
is doubtful what value it offers a college 
library, beyond satisfying student vanity. 
As a recruiting agent for advanced schools 
it offers little that cannot be obtained better 
from the college vocational advisers. As the 
placement service connected with the book 
is outside the scope of this reviewing publi- 
cation, it can receive no consideration. 
Treated solely as a book and evaluated on 
the basis of its practical use to libraries as 
a biographical dictionary it is mot recom- 
mended for purchase. 


Who’s who in aviation; a directory of 
living men and women who have con- 
tributed to the growth of aviation in the 
United States, 1942-43 ; compiled by The 
Writers’ Program of the Work Projects 
Administration in the state of Illinois. . . 
Chicago, Ziff-Davis publishing co., c1942. 
ix, 486p. buckram $5; 10 per cent dis- 
count to libraries. 

“Who's who in aviation is designed to 
provide a comprehensive biographical di- 
rectory of living men and women who have 
contributed to the development and status of 
aviation in the United States—” preface. 
The work of collecting and editing the ma- 
terial in the book was undertaken by the 
Illinois Writers’ Project, under the co- 
sponsorship of the Illinois Aeronautics Com- 
mission and the Chicago Aero Commission, 
at the suggestion of the publishers. 


A check of several biographical sketches 
shows that the data given is accurate and 
complete. The inclusiveness of the volume 
is attested to by the difficulty in finding im- 
portant people who were omitted. Among 
those not listed, whom one might expect to 
find in such a work, were William E. Boe- 
ing, Reuben H. Fleet, Laura Ingalls, Tom 
M. Girdler, James E. Thompson, and Cy 
Caldwell. There are approximately 4000 
individuals treated in the volume. 

All branches of aviation, both civil and 
military, are given extensive toverage. The 
individuals included are the officials and key 
employees of the aircraft, airlines, and as- 
sociated industries ; officers of the air services 
of the armed forces of the United States who 
merit recognition by reason of high rank or 
distinguished service (or both) ; officials and 
key employees of governmental aeronautical 
agencies and boards; distinguished members 
of such pioneer pilot organizations as the 
Early Birds and the Quiet Birdmen; mem- 
bers of the Institute of the Aeronautical 
Sciences, and outstanding members of other 
aeronautical societies; members of aero- 


nautics and meteorology faculties of uni- 


versities, colleges, and technical schools. 
Also included are individuals who have won 
recognition by noteworthy contributions to 
the science, industry, commerce, literature, 
and development of aviation and its closely 
allied endeavors. 

The form of entry for each person is sim- 
ilar to that of other biographical directories. 
Information includes the occupation, firm or 
agency, residence, date of birth, parents, mar- 
riage, education, flying experience, military 
record, aviation business record, awards, 
memberships, and publications. The bio- 
graphical sketches were prepared from infor- 
mation supplied by the individual by means 
of a questionnaire. Where the individual 
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could not be reached by questionnaire, the 
editors compiled the biographical data from 
available published sources. This group 
numbers approximately 500 and each is in- 
dicated with an asterisk (*) before the name. 
A few outstanding persons have been ac- 
corded a full column of information, as 
Richard E. Byrd, Charles F. Kettering and 
Alexander P. de Seversky. There are few 
objectionable features. One of these is the 
absence of cross references from such com- 
pound names as de Seversky, von Mises, and 
von Karman, which are found in “d” and 
“vy” sections, respectively. The quickly 
shifting scene of aviation, and the transfers 
and promotions that occur with bewildering 
rapidity in wartime, will require frequent 
editions to keep this work up-to-date. 

Explanatory notes and a list of abbrevia- 
tions precede the main body of the work. 
The format of the volume is satisfactory. 
The pages are double column, with adequate 
margins. The quality of paper and read- 
ability of type are excellent. 

Who’s who in aviation, because of wide 
interest in the subject field, will be useful 
to most libraries and to those individuals en- 
gaged in aviation and allied endeavors. It 
is recommended. 


Revised Statement of Functions of 
Subcription Books Committee. 
At its meeting in Chicago on February 1, 
1943, the American Library Association 


Council approved a revised statement of the 
functions of the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee. Recommendation for this revision 
grew out of the report of the Committee’s 
Subcommittee on Policy and Reviews which 
for over two years had been examining the 
policy of the Committee and the scope of 
its activities. 

Following is the revised statement as ap- 
proved: “To accumulate information about 
‘books sold on the subscription basis and 
about comparable publications; to prepare 
reviews and editorial comments about such 
books for the Subscription Books Bulletin; 
to receive reports of questionable sales 
practices affecting such books and to trans- 
mit substantiated facts to such agencies as 
Better Business Bureaus and the Federal 
Trade Commission; to publish the findings 
of these agencies in the Subscription Books 
Bulletin when authorized for release ; and to 
act throughout only as an evaluating agency, 
not as an advisory group.” 





geen ag to quote a review in full is 
granted only to the publisher of the 
work reviewed. Permission to quote a re- 
view in part must be obtained from the 
American Library Association. Publishers 
of books or sets recommended herein wish- 
ing to refer to the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee’s appraisal of their work should 
avoid such statements as “Recommended 
(or endorsed) by the A.L.A.” Such a state- 
ment falsely implies action on the part of 
the Association. 
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